
PET GAZETTE

SPOTLIGHT

  Trupanion       

Trupanion pet insurance 
helps you plan for the unexpected! 

         Talk about a match made in heaven... when used 
in conjunction with VCA’s CareClub program, Trupanion Pet 

Insurance can help make sure your pet is covered 
from head to tail! 

 While our great VCA CareClub programs are designed 
to offer your pet preventive and wellness care, Trupanion’s 

insurance plans can help cover the costs of unplanned medical 
emergencies. Plans cover things like illnesses, wounds, surgeries 

and medications. 

To learn more, visit: 
www.trupanion.com

    

If you have not yet enrolled 
your pets in VCA’s CareClub 

program, there’s never been a 
better time to join!

  

   Here at VCA Mission, we’re in the 
business of keeping tails wagging! 
With that goal in mind, our team 
believes in placing an emphasis on 
preventive and wellness care to help 
keep your pet happy and healthy 
- which is why we have created 
CareClub! 

WHAT’S THE BUZZ ALL ABOUT?
     Enrolling your pets in CareClub 
enables you to provide your pets 
with the year-round preventive and 
wellness care they need, at a price 
you can afford! Each of our CareClub 
packages is tailored to your pet’s 
specific lifestage, and includes 
services like: 

- Unlimited Anytime Exams*
- Veterinarian-Recommended Vaccines
- Routine Diagnostic Testing
- Routine Dental Cleaning**
- Spaying and Neutering** 
* Anytime exams are any exam during regular business hours, 
excluding emergency or specialty exams. 

** Available with PawsPlus plans. 

Membership in CareClub also 
gives you exclusive access to 
special rewards on select 
products and pet foods as well 
as live 24/7 chat with a VCA 
veterinarian through the MyVCA 
app. 

CareClub isnt just beneficial 
for your pet... it’s great for your wallet 
too! All of the services included in the 
CareClub packages are offered at 
a discounted price, and best of all - 
payments for services are broken down 
into predictable, affordable monthly 
payments. 
 

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
     If you have not yet enrolled your 
pets in CareClub, there’s never been a 
better time to join! For all new CareClub 
members who enroll before December 
31, 2020 - we are waiving the standard 
enrollment fee! That’s a savings of 

$49.99! 

ENROLL TODAY
     If you think 
CareClub could be
right for your family, 
or if you have any
questions, ask any 
one of our staff 
today! 

MISSION
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

f
Find us on 
Facebook!

PHONE:
(210) 923-7582

2822 PLEASANTON | SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS  |  78221

MISSION
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

AUSTIN BOXER RESCUE
Phone: 512-968-1343

www.austinboxerrescue.com

ANIMAL DEFENSE LEAGUE
Phone: 210-655-1481
www.ADLtexas.org

ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES
Phone: 210-207-4738

www.sanantonio.gov/animalcare

HUMANE SOCIETY
Phone: 210-226-7461
www.sahumane.org

RESCUE AND ADOPT
Looking to adopt?
Check out these great local rescue groups!

Save a life...gain a friend...adopt today!

A quick note
from us, to you!

JUST A 
QUICK NOTE!

Tips to help keep your 
pet comfy and safe in 

their costumes.

CUTE AND
COMFY

There’s never been a 
better time to join 

CareClub!

JOIN THE 
CLUB!

In this issue:

October | December  2020

THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO JOIN CARECLUB!

JOIN THE CLUB!



     Hi Tammy!
     The changes you are observing in 

Samantha are by no means 
uncommon in a dog her age. 
It sounds like she could be 
suffering from osteoarthrisis 
- which can effect our pets in 
the same way that it does us 
humans!  Osteoarthritis is a 

degenerative disease which 
effects joints in the skeletal 

system. Over time, osterarthritis 
progressively, and permanently, 
deteriorates the cartilage which 

surrounds and cusitons the joints in the body - which results in 
limited, stiff and uncomfortable movement. For Samantha, and 
other pets experiencing joint pain, we recommend beginning with 
an exam - to help your veterinarian assess your pet’s pain level, 
and create a customized treatment plan.
   
       Both cats and dogs are at risk for the development of 
osteoarthritis as they age. Although older pets, like Samantha, are 
more commonly diagnosed...younger pets who are overweight 
are at an elevated risk of developing joint pain too. 
     
     

 
 
 

       
 Hi there Sam! 
 The holidays are always such a 

wonderful, fun time of the year... 
but it’s true that they can be 
one of the most dangerous 
times for our pets - starting 
with Halloween candy and 
continuing with Thanksgiving 
turkey and holiday decorations!  

      One of the biggest threats to 
our pets (particularly dogs) lies in 

 one of our favorite parts of the 
holidays... the food! Many of the 
tasty treats we cook up for our own 

feasts can be very toxic for our pets, and some owners make the 
mistake of offering table scraps as a special treat. It is always 
safer to avoid these ‘treats’ and instead give Fido of Fluffy a pet-
safe alternative such as a new toy or a few extra pet treats. Some 
of the most common pet-toxic foods include chocolate, raisins, 
garlic, onions, macadamia nuts, grapes and mushrooms. (For a 
more complete list, visit petpoisonhelpline.com/poisons) It is also 
unwise to offer your dog any leftover bones, since these can 
splinter and be ingested - causing a myriad of problems. 

     Certain holiday plants can also pose a threat to our pets. 
These can include - but are not limited to - holly, mistletoe 
and poinsettias. If you have any of these plants around your 
home, make sure they are our of the reach of inquisitive pets - 
especially cats! 
     Last but not least, many of our holiday decorations can be 
enticing chew-toys for our pets. Things like tree tinsel, ribbons, 
holiday lights, ornament hooks and plastic wrap 
can all be deadly if ingested. Always 
keep a watchful eye 
on your decorations 
and avoid placing them 
in locations where pets 
can reach them. 
     If you fear that your pet 
has been exposed to
 anything dangerous, 
you should contact your 
veterinarian immediately. 
     We wish you all a happy 
and safe holiday season!
       - William Harcrow, DVM 

Dear D
oc...

   I k
now the 

holida
ys 

can be
 one 

of th
e most 

dange
rous 

times of
 the 

year
 for 

our p
ets -

 but 

what a
re so

me of 
the 

bigge
st ha

zzard
s and

 

threa
ts I s

hould
 watch our

 

for?
 I want e

very
one t

o 

   sta
y saf

e!

      
     -

 Sam O.

ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS FROM
            OUR DOCTORS HERE AT VCA MISSION
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SPOOKTACULAR COSTUME SAFETY

CUTE AND COMFY

Your pet should be able to move as 
they normally would when not wearing 
their costume. Make sure there is no 
pinching or pulling - and that your pet 

    can still easily relieve themselves with   
     their  costume on. 

Avoid costumes with small pieces 
or strings that might make for 
enticing chew toys. Never leave a 
pet unattended and be watchful for 
mischievous chewing. 

Costumes are no excuse to forego 
identification tags and collars! Make sure 
to keep your pet’s collar on at all times. 
A tag can be a lifesaver should your pet 

become separated from you during festivities. 

Most importantly, only use a costume 
if your pet is OK with the idea. If Fluffy 
or Fido seems nervous, scared or 
uncomfortable, skip the outfit and let 

them go ‘au naturel’! 

       The holiday season brings lots of dress-up opportunities for both you and your 
pet! From game-day  to Halloween, costumes can be a fun way to celebrate! If you 
   plan on dressing your pet up for the occasion, be sure to keep in mind 

these important safety reminders before you suit up... 

Remember: NEVER force your pet into a costume! 

Dr. Dillon Johnson was born right here in San Antonio, and grew up a short 
distance away on his family’s cattle ranch right outside of Devine, Texas. “If 
I had to pick just two of my favorite things about San Antonio..” says Dr. 
Johnson. “I would have to pick the amazing authentic Mexican food our city 
has to offer…and of course, the Spurs!” After graduating from Devine High 
School, Dr. Johnson went on to attend Texas A&M University, where he 
completed his undergraduate studies in Biomedical Sciences. Following 
the completion of his undergraduate studies, Dr. Johnson went on to attend 
the Texas A&M School of Veterinary Medicine, from which he received his 
Veterinary Degree in 2018. In addition to his studies at A&M, Dr. Johnson 
also completed a year of undergraduate study at the National University of 

Ireland in Galway, and participated in an externship in Brazil.  
At home, Dr. Johnson has several critters of his own – two Quarter Horses 

named Mandy and Kira, and a Blue Lacey pup named Moe. All three pets also 
help out working cattle around the ranch. When not busy at the clinic, Dr. Johnson 

enjoys spending time hunting, hanging out with friends and team roping. 

VeterinarianDILLON JOHNSON - 

WE ARE VCA MISSION!
               MEET MEMBERS OF OUR VCA MISSION TEAM!
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