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Common Observations of  
 Ocular Discomfort

The eye looks red

The eye is bulging 

The eye is leaking/weeping 

They are pawing at their eye 
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“the eye looks red”

Questions to ask:
1. Where on the eye is it red – eyelid, what is 

normally the white of  the eye, surface of  
the eye, etc.?

2. How long has this change been going on?

3. What was the dog doing just prior to this 
change being noted?

4. Are there any other changes to the eye?
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“the eye is 
bulging”

Questions to ask:
1. Can your dog blink their eyelids? 

2. Have there been any changes in vision?

3. Have there been any changes in activity level?

4. Are they having difficulty eating their hard food or chewing 
on their toys?

5. How long has this change been going on?
6. What was the dog doing just prior to this change being 

noted?
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“the eye is leaking/weeping”

Questions to ask:
1. What is the color and consistency of  

the discharge?

2. How often are you needing to clean 
around the eye?

3. How long have you noticed this 
change?
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“They are 
pawing at 
their eye”

Questions to ask:

1. How long has this change been going on?

2. When are they pawing at their eye?

3. Has your dog undergone any surgeries 
around the eye recently?
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“the eye looks red”

Potential affected areas of  the eye:

• Eyelid 

• Conjunctiva 

• Cornea 

• Anterior chamber 
 

Because of  the number of  areas that could be red, having 
an owner send a photo of  the eye can be helpful.
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• Eyelid 
• Eyelid laceration 
• Eyelid mass 

• Conjunctiva 

• Cornea 

• Anterior chamber 

“the eye looks red”
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“the eye looks red”
Eyelid laceration (no margin involvement)
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“the eye looks red”
Eyelid laceration (margin involvement)
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“the eye looks red”
Eyelid Mass 
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• Eyelid 
• Conjunctiva 

• Conjunctivitis 
• Subconjunctival hemorrhage 

• Cornea 

• Anterior chamber 

“the eye looks red”
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“the eye looks red”
Conjunctivitis 
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“the eye looks red”
Subconjunctival hemorrhage
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“the eye looks red”
Subconjunctival hemorrhage  
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• Eyelid 
• Conjunctiva 

• Cornea 
• Keratitis 

• Anterior chamber 

“the eye looks red”
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“the eye looks red”
Keratitis and superficial ulcer
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“the eye looks red”
Keratitis and deep ulcer
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• Eyelid 
• Conjunctiva 

• Cornea 

• Anterior chamber 
• Hyphema 
• Iritis 

“the eye looks red”
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“the eye looks red”
Hyphema
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“the eye looks red”
Hyphema and penetrating scleral wound
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“the eye looks red”
Iritis

30

Mean Arterial Circle 
Normal Anatomy
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“The eye is bulging” 
• Exophthalmos

• Proptosis 

• Corneal edema

• Lens luxation 
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“the eye is bulging”
Exophthalmos
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Buphthalmos
implies chronicity
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“The eye is 
bulging” 

• Exophthalmos

• Proptosis 

• Corneal edema

• Lens luxation 
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“the eye is bulging”
Proptosis
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“The eye is 
bulging” 

• Exophthalmos

• Proptosis 

• Corneal edema
• Lens luxation 
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“the eye is bulging”
Corneal edema
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“The eye is 
bulging” 

• Exophthalmos

• Proptosis 

• Corneal edema

• Lens luxation 
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“the eye is bulging”
Anterior lens luxation
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“The eye is 
leaking/weeping” 

• Epiphora
• Corneal perforation

Because of  the variation in the degree of  discharge, photos 
can be very helpful in this case. 
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“the eye is leaking/weeping”
Epiphora
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“the eye is leaking/weeping”
Mucoid/hemorrhagic
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“They are 
pawing at 
their eye”

• Foreign body:
• Plant foreign body in conjunctiva or cornea
• Abnormal eyelashes (ectopic cilia) 
• Stitches from recent eye surgery 
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“They are pawing at their eye”
Plant foreign body
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“They are 
pawing at 
their eye”

• Foreign body:
• Plant foreign body in conjunctiva or cornea
• Abnormal eyelashes (ectopic cilia) 
• Stitches from recent eye surgery 
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“They are pawing at their eye”
Ectopic cilia
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“They are 
pawing at 
their eye”

• Foreign body:
• Plant foreign body in conjunctiva or cornea
• Abnormal eyelashes (ectopic cilia) 
• Stitches from recent eye surgery 
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“They are pawing at their eye”
Suture rub: eyelid mass removal 
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“They are pawing at their eye”
Suture rub: cherry eye replacement
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R e v i e w • Ask questions to gauge chronicity and 
number of  ocular changes occurring 
concurrently
• Consider circumstances around the ocular 

change 
• Request photos if  not clear from a verbal 

explanation
• Consider the eye in cross section to help 

localize the ocular abnormality and develop 
differentials 
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Q u e s t i o n s ?
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