Storing used litter 
After your cat has I-131 treatment both the urine and the feces are radioactive. We keep the cat in the hospital for the first four days after treatment because this is when there is the highest level of radiation. By the time your pet comes home this is greatly reduced, however some precautions need to be taken for the first 7 days. 

Public land fills scan all of their waste for radioactive materials. 80 day storage of the first 7 days waste ensures all residual radioactive material has decayed to the point of non-detection. If radiation is detected it results in a large fine for the disposer. 
Using a clumping litter is important because we want to be able to scoop out the urine and feces to store while limiting the possibility of it tracking into the environment. 
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Clumping and flushable litters for post-treatment use

Clumping litters that are flushable are plant fiber based rather than clay based. 

It is very important that your sewer system can accommodate these products. If there is any question that your pipes can handle the waste it is better to store. If you have a septic or cesspool system, you should not flush any litter. Some people also report that low flow toilets do not handle flushable litter well because of the limited water volume. 

It is very important that your cat accept the clumping litter so that all of the waste is contained. If you are planning to change the litter type or brand for post-treatment care, it is important to acclimate them to the change before they come home. Cats can be very sensitive to texture and smell and we want them to feel comfortable with the new litter. 
If you are not planning on flushing waste, any clumping litter will work for storage. Many of these are clay based and feel very familiar to cats that use non-clumping litter.

Few cats look forward to a change in their environment. Most cats, when introduced to a new cat litter, will take time to adapt, a day or as much as 2-3 weeks. The key in minimizing the transition period is to introduce the new litter in combination with the old litter, typically a clay-based litter. At the beginning, add a layer of the new litter at the bottom of the litter box, with their existing litter on top of it, adding a little more of the new litter until it is the only litter remaining in the box. Also recommended is adding cat nip to the litter box, a few sprinkles at a time, during the transition period and for a few days thereafter, as it may entice the cat to use the new litter.

Commonly available brands of clumping/flushable litter

· ARM & HAMMER Essentials™ Natural* Clumping Litter

· World's Best Cat Litter Multiple Cat Clumping Formula

· Swheat Scoop Natural Wheat Scoopable Cat Litter

· Nature's Miracle Natural Care Odor Control Clumping Cat Litter
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Date: ___





Place the 7 days of post-treatment waste in a bucket.  Date the bucket and store in an out of the way place for 80 days.  After 80 days the bucket and the contents are safe to dispose of in regular garbage.
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