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VCA Feline Hyperthyroid Clinic at 
Raleigh Hills Animal Hospital
 
4905 SW 77th Avenue, Portland, OR 97225  Tel: 503-292-9227  Fax: 503-292-8487

Frequently Asked Questions
Below are some common questions we are asked. If you have a question that isn’t listed, or would like a more detailed explanation, please feel free to contact us by phone or e-mail. We are also happy to provide more detailed medical journal articles or direct you to reputable online sources. One of our goals at VCA Feline Hyperthyroid Clinic at Raleigh Hills is to make sure those questions are answered to your satisfaction.
Q: How long has this treatment been being used in cats?
A: Radioactive iodine treatment for hyperthyroidism has been used in human medicine for over 50 years and has been used in veterinary medicine for over 20 years. 
Q: Will my cat be radioactive when he comes home

A: Yes.  After the 4 days your cat spends in our facility he/she will continue to emit decreasing levels of radiation (beta and gamma) for approximately 18 days after being treated. Special handling protocols are only in effect for 7 days after discharge.
Q: How much radiation will I actually be exposed to?

A: It is important follow the aftercare guidelines. When you follow our aftercare guidelines, the amount of radiation you will be exposed to is equivalent to the amount of radiation you are exposed to on a roundtrip, cross country flight.  
Q: Do you rent Geiger counters so I can monitor my cat’s radiation levels at home?

A:  No, a Geiger counter is not needed for monitoring at home. At the time of discharge your cat has been checked by our technical staff and has been deemed safe for care at home.  If you follow our home care protocols your exposure will be minimal. 
Q: Will all of my cat’s hair fall out?
A: Many owners hear the word “radioactive” and think of radiation therapy or chemotherapy that many human cancer patients go through. Radioactive iodine treatment is a targeted treatment that works only on the abnormal tissue of the thyroid gland. There can sometimes be a temporary, mild increase in shedding after treatment as the cat’s body begins to regain regulation of the thyroid hormones but not long term hair loss.
Q: I have a serious health condition, should I be worried about the radiation exposure?
A: We are unfortunately unable to answer this question for you and encourage you to speak with your healthcare provider about this topic if you have concerns. We are happy to provide you with information about our process and aftercare recommendations for you to share with your healthcare provider.
Q: Is my cat at risk of developing cancer after treatment?

A: There are no studies available that track cancer rates in cats treated with radioactive iodine.  However, there have been numerous studies in human medicine that show there is no increased risk of developing cancer after radioactive iodine treatment. This does not mean your cat may not develop cancer in the future, but it will not be related to being treated with radioactive iodine. 
Q: What if the treatment doesn’t work?

A: Overall, radioactive iodine treatment has a 97% cure rate with one injection. It is not uncommon to have the initial 30 day thyroid level be high.  Some cats will take 2-3 months to fully regulate and attain a normal thyroid level. If your cat still has an elevated thyroid level at 6 months post treatment we will re-treat at no charge. Less than 5% of cats may develop persistent low thyroid (hypothyroidism) and will require daily hormone supplementation.
Q: My cat gets very scared when away from home and I am worried about the hospital stay. Can I come visit him/her?
A: We are unable to have visitation during the time your cat is in the post treatment ward per state and federal regulations.  We can assure you that we will make every effort to make your cat comfortable and happy during their stay.
Q: I’m not able to keep my treated cat separate from my other pets.  What should I do?

A: We recommend separation from other pets for ease of waste management and to prevent the treated cat from having extended periods of contact time with you for the first 7 days he/she is home. You will need to make efforts to ensure that you are having no more than 30 minutes of close contact time (within 1 ft.) each day. If you are unable to have separate litter boxes you must treat all waste in the communal box as if it is contaminated and follow the waste management protocols given to you at time of discharge. 
Q: Isn’t it less expensive to treat with medication?

A: The average age of diagnosis is 10 years of age. The methimazole is the cheapest part of medical management.  An owner must also factor in twice yearly examinations and monitoring bloodwork.  This puts the yearly total at about $700-$900 a year depending on the fee structure of your regular veterinarian. We will make the assumption that once a cat is diagnosed we will be treating the cat for about 6 years. So, an owner can expect to spend about $4,200-$5,400 for medical management of the hyperthyroidism alone. 
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